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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
1. PURPOSE OF THE STUDY 
Statement of ~ problem. It was the purpose of 
this study to discover how programs of outdoor education 
and school camping are successfully started in t he public 
schools. The problem! of the study was to determine plana 
of procedure which would be effective to successfully 
initiate and introduce a program of outdoor education and 
school camping into the public schools in New England 
where -superintendents may wish to try such a program. 
Justification of ~ study. In the United States 
we have tended throughout our history to accept the basic 
philosophy that education is a preparation for life. 
John Dewey has called our attention to the fact that 
education is learning through living. If this be a 
fundamental tenet of our educational philosophy, then it 
follows obviously that from time to time we must re-assay 
the nature of society and its needs in order to keep our 
educational philosophy, methodology and curriculum in 
tune with life. 
Because of the emotional strains imposed upon 
society by the recent and continuing armed strifes, the 
tensions accompanying the birth of the atomic era and the 
increasingly marked specializations of the Twentieth 
Century, it would seem that the schools must educate more 
than ever before for emotional stability, for clear-cut 
thinking and reasoning, for an awareness of both the 
natural and technological advantages, for the ability to 
effectively deal with individuals and groups and for 
contributing to society for its betterment. 
Following this trend of thought, educators should 
create opportunities for children to plan, to use their 
abilities and develop skills in many areas and to take 
responsibilities commensurate with individual capabilities. 
We should envision a program of vitalized, meaningful 
learning to develop these skills and abilities to a high 
level. 
Outdoor education and school camping experiences 
have been found to be one of the avenues through which 
children may learn the practical application of knowledges 
and skills and how to live and plan together. They may 
also learn to appreciate the natural resources of our 
world, which are so vital to our very existence. 
Once the values of this learning process are 
recognized, superintendents are faced with the problem of 
2 
how to start the program in their school systems. It is 
the writer's earnest hope that through this study school 
administrators may obtain some helpful information for 
solving this problem. 
Because of the many successful programs of this 
nature that have been carried on throughout the co1.mtry, 
it would seem that similar programs of outdoor education 
and school camping might well be introduced into new 
areas. The possibilities of such a program for New 
England are unlimited because of the many and varied 
natural resources peculiar to the region. 
2. DEFINITIONS OF TERMS USED 
To prevent misunderstanding of terms used, the 
following definitions of terms are necessary. 
Initiate. Initiate will mean to cause to become 
accepted in the minds of school officials and the public; 
recognition of values. 
Introduce. In this study, the word "introduce" 
will be interpreted as meaning to resolve to be tried, to 
experiment, to make a start on a program of outdoor 
education and school camping. 
School camps. School camps consist of land 
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controlled by the school board. 
Outdoor education. "Outdoor education is all of 
that learning which can best go on through direct 
experience outside the classroom."~ 
School camping. "School camping is that part of 
outdoor learning which can best go on in a favorable camp 
environment."2 
Program. The program is meant to include 
conservation education, first-hand experiences in science 
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(astronomy, rock study, animal and bird study, nature lore), 
out-of-door living, sharing of experiences and purposeful 
work projects. 
3. PROCEDURES 
The author first reviewed literature which described 
programs of outdoor education and school camping for the 
purposes (1) to discern the most successful procedures used 
in beginning such programs and (2) to use in developing a 
proposed plan for New England superintendents. The second 
step was to develop a letter and questionnaire form to be 
~ sent to superintendents who have tried programs of outdoor 
!National and Life Camps, Inc., Extending Education. 
(New York: National and Life Camps, Inc ~, Vol.IV, No.1, 
May, 1949. 
2~. 
education and school camping. The purpose was to determine 
which procedures have been most effective in beginning such 
programs. The results of this questionnaire were to be 
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used in formulating the plan for New England superintendents. 
A letter and a proposed tentative plan and inquiry form for 
beginning programs of' outdoor education and school camping 
were then drawn up to be sent to New England superintendents. 
This was sent for the purpose of finding out the opinions of 
New England superintendents as to the feasibility of such a 
program in New England to be used for final recommendations. 
Review 2f literature. The literature reviewed by the 
author was descriptive of procedures used in programs of 
outdoor education and school camping throughout the country. 
The material was based on both theory and practice, the 
majority of writing was concerned with the latter. The 
following for.m was used to determine procedures used in 
beginning programs of outdoor education and school camping: 
author, experience or reputation of the author, location of 
the campsite, procedures used in initiating and in the 
administration of programs of outdoor education and school 
camping, consideration of problems of personnel, activities, 
time allotment and financing. 
The first questionnaire. A letter and questionnaire 
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for.m (see Appendices A,B) were sent to sixty-eight superintendents 
throughout the country who had tried programs of outdoor 
educati.on and/or school camping for the purpose of finding 
out what procedures they had used and what they had found to 
be the most successful. Five trial letters and question-
naires were sent to superintendents in different parts of 
the country to test the clarity of the wording and questions. 
The results Showed that there was a minimum of ambiguity, so 
the remaining sixty-three were sent. The results of the 
returned questionnaires were tabulated to show what 
procedures had been used and which had been most successful. 
The proposed plan ~ second questionnaire. A letter 
and proposed plan and inquiry form concerning practices in 
outdoor education and school camping (see Appendices A,B) were 
drawn up, based on the literature and replies from the first 
questionnaire. The plan and questionnaires were sent to a 
list of urban and rural district superintendents selected 
on the basis of population and geographical distribution in 
the New England states. The purpose of this inquiry was to 
find out the opinions of these superintendents as to the 
workability of the plan in New England. The results of this 
questionnaire were tabulated to show how superintendents 
reacted to the plan. 
~ final proposed plan. A plan was proposed based 
on practices already found ~o be successful through the 
reading of literature and experiences of persons throughout 
the country. Phases of the proposed plan were built on the 
opinions of New England superintendents. 
7 
CHAPTER II 
REVIEW OF LITERATURE 
The literature reviewed included books., magazine 
articles, publications of learned organizations., 
newspapers, brochures and unpublished materials. The 
literature was descriptive of both theory and practice in 
programs of outdoor education and school csmping in various 
parts of the country. 
Purposes. For a more comprehensive view of the 
national scene in regard to practices of outdoor education 
and school camping, the author reviewed literature., and drew 
from it those practices that may apply to a new situation 
for guiding principles. The form used for reviewing the 
literature is as follows: 
1. Author - name. professional reputation or 
experience 
2. Location of school 
3. Procedures used in 
a. Starting a program of outdoor education 
and school camping 
b. Consideration of problems of 
a. Personnel 
b. Activities 
( 1). Camping 
(2). Integration with classroom activities 
c. Time allotment 
d. Site used 
e. Financing 
Authors. The following authors and groups were most 
frequently referre.d to: 
Clark, Leslie s., Director, Clear Lake Camp, Dowling~ 
Michigan 
Clarke, James Mitchell, School-Camp Steering Committee, 
San Diego, California 
Carroll, Johns., Superintendent of Schools, San Diego 
County, California 
Donaldson, George W., Director, Tyler School Camp, Texas 
Gilliland, John w., New York University 
Hoffmaster, P.J.~ Director, Michigan Department of 
Conservation 
Makechnie, George K., Director, Boston Unive r sity Sargent 
Camp, Peterborough, New Hampshire 
Martin, Jo, Counselor, Clear Lake Camp, Michigan 
Masters, Hugh B., Director, Educational Division, Kellogg 
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Foundation, Battle Creek, Michigan 
Potter, Archie S., Counselor, Clear Lake Camp, Michigan 
Sharp, L. B., Director, Nat ional Camp, Sussex, New Jersey 
Smith, Julian W., Chief, Hea lth, Physical Education , 
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Recreation, Safety Educat ion , Camping and Outdoor Education, 
Department of Education, Lansing , Michigan 
'rhurston, Lee M., Superintendent of Public Instruction, 
Lansing , Michigan 
Weil, Truda T., Division of Elementary Schools , Board of 
Education, New York City, New York 
City-County Camp Commission, San Diego, California 
Department of Conservation, Lansing, Michigan 
Department of Public Instruction, Lansing , Michigan 
Kellogg Foundation, Battle Creek, Michigan 
National and Life Campa, Inc., New York, New York 
Office of Director of Elementary Schools, Long Beach, 
California 
United States Office of Education, Washington, D. a. 
Location. The state moat extensively found mention 
of in t his research was Michigan . Other states moat 
frequently referred to were California, Maryland, New Jersey 
and New York. 
The fo l lowing states were also mentione in the 
literature: Florida, Georgia, Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, 
Minnesota, Missouri, Ohio, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, 
Tennessee, Texas, Utah, Washington, and West Vir ginia. 
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Procedures in starting ~ program. Procedures most 
commonly used in starting a program of outdoor education and 
school camping were as follows: review of literature, 
consultation with specialists in education and in camping, 
cormnittee meetings of sta.te and school personnel , 
discussions with parents, visits to campsites, pre-camp 
training for teachers, drawing up of objectives , values and 
a tentative program,' discussing personnel to be used, 
·-locating a campsite, experimental program, equipment needed, 
approximate cost and how to obtain funds, when i t should 
come, division of responsibility and cooperative efforts. 
Committees considered the values of purposeful work 
projects. Values discussed were social living, opportunities 
for democratic planning, sharing and living together, mental 
and emotional health, creativity development, development of 
responsibility, appreciation of natural resources, leadership 
training, the acquisition of educational concepts, 
developing worthwhile leisure activities and character 
enhancement. 
Procedures ~ administration £! ~ program. The 
administration of the program was under various auspices: 
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in the state of Michigan, the Conservation and Public 
Instruction Departments, camp directors, Kellogg Foundation, 
Educational Division, superintendents, teachers and camp 
personnel, state education, recreation and conservation 
departments. 
Consideration of problems of personnel, activities, 
~ allotment, campsites !B£ financing. The immediate 
personnel consists largely of medical staff, administrative 
staff, counselors, specialists in some instances, kitchen 
staff, maintenance staff and teachers. 
The camp activities include such areas of conservation 
as pertain to the locale (birds, camping, forestry, animals, 
agriculture, industries, water, soil; fish, hunting, weather, 
rocks}. Other activities include astronomy, lumbering, 
cook-outs, sleep-outs, campcraft skills, creative activities, 
learning to find one's way in the woods or in unfamiliar 
territory and hiking. 
Integration with classroom activities is realized 
through art (spontaneous drawing and painting}, music 
(singing, dancing, composing), mathematics (planning food 
for cook-outs, cutting wood, plotting distances, making 
maps), English (writing home about camp, writing to various 
sources for information, groups discussions), science 
13 
first-hand knowledge of natural resources), history 
(studying of terrain, historical lore of previous settlers 
by studying the land, trees and artificial rock for.mations). 
physical education (through physical activities at a 
campsite, releasing of tensions), geography (studying the 
terrain and relating it to similar terrain throughout the 
world), crafts (woodworking projects, developing various 
projects from natural materials), democracy (through social 
living and democratic planning, purposeful projects), health 
(by living it, dressing for the out-of doors, proper food 
planning, sanitation). 
Several patterns of time allotment are followed, 
ranging from day camping to two-week camping. The most 
common pattern seems to be that of one week at a campsite. 
In some instances there were sites within walking 
distance, some adjacent to the school property, several 
within a short bus trip, and most of them several miles 
away from the schools, requiring bus transportation, 
ranging from six to o~e hundred miles. 
The financing of 'the program was covered largely by a 
combination of groups -- foundation grants, boards o~ 
educations, school budgetary funds, parents, students who 
have earned money to come to camp, community and civic clubs 
and state departments of education. In some cases county 
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and city support were materially given. 
Summarz. The literature revealed many repeatedly 
successful programs in outdoor education and school camping 
throughout the country. Phases of these programs may well 
be applied to other situations since they seem to be 
effective in various sections of the United States. Some of 
these guideposts are concerned with (1) procedures in 
starting the program; (2) procedures in administration of a 
program and (3) practices regarding personnel, activities, 
time allotment, campsites and financing. 
Procedures most commonly used in starting the programs 
were to (1) review literature, (2) consult with specialists, 
(3) meet in groups for the purpose of discussing objectives, 
values a tentative program, selection of a site and problems 
of beginning a program, (4) visit campsites in operation, 
(5) train teachers for the program and (6) try an 
experimental program. 
Procedures in the administration of a program were 
under various auspices. This would vary with the locale and 
with policies of school administration. 
Some problems in beginning a program of outdoor 
education and school camping are concerned with personnel 
{a core camp staff and school representatives), camp 
• 
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activities (primarily those skills and knowledges related to 
conservation, out-of-door living and natural sciences). 
integration with classroom activities (frequently through 
large subject matter areas) and time allotment (a common 
pattern is one academic week). 
CHAPTER III 
INQUIRY THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY 
Purpose. The author's primary interest in this 
problem was to obtain information concerning practices in 
attempting programs of outdoor education and school camping. 
After reviewing the literature~ it seem necessary to further 
investigate some of the situations described to gather more 
complete details. The method selected for procuring this 
data was to send a letter and an inquiry form to 
superintendents who have had practice in beginni ng such 
programs. 
~ of superintendents. The list of superintendents 
having experienced the beginnings of these programs was 
selected from literature and from a list sent by Julian w. 
Smith of the Michigan Department of Education. 
The actual names of places concerned in the 
distribution of the letter and inquiry form will be found 
in Appendix c, listed by states. Although the list is by no 
means complete~ ,nor does it encompass the many other camps 
established throughout the country for school purposes, an . 
analysis of · it shows that it covers fifteen states in all 
parts of the country. Because of this, the list seemed 
satisfactory to use in determining which procedures have 
been used in beginning programs of outdoor education and 
school cwnping, and to use for the purpose of finding out 
which procedures have been found to be most successful. 
This list was developed as a supplement to the r eview of 
literature for the purposes of investigating details not 
covered previously and of obtaining further comments by 
superintendents. 
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Content. A letter was sent to the superintendents 
which stated the purpose of the inquiry form and the 
recognized values of a program of outdoor education and 
school camping. (See Appendix A). Accompanying this letter 
was an inquiry form concerned with the questions of 
activities included in the program, the meeting of 
educational needs, steps taken in the initiation of the 
program (interest and help within the school organization~ 
within the community and outside the community) , and 
specific items of time allotment, site~ curricul um, 
personnel and financial considerations. (See Appendix B). 
The results of this questionnaire were to be 
tabulated for use in for.ming a proposed plan for the 
criticism of selected New England superintendents. 
Trial questionnaires. The author sent five trial 
questionnaires to the following states: two to California~ 
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and one each to Maryland, Michigan and Texas. This was done 
for the purpose of determining the clarity of the questions 
asked. The replies to these questionnaires indicated that 
the fo~ was understood, and nothing in the return indicated 
evidence of needing change. The remaining sixty-four 
questionnaires and letters were then sent. 
Results of replies. Forty-one questionnaires were 
returned from the sixty-nine that were sent. The numbers 
returned from each state are shown in Table 1. 
Table 1. States Indicating Number of Questionnaires Sent 
and Number of Questionnaires Returned 
Number I Number 
States Questionnaires \Questionnaires 
Sent Returned 
(1) (2) _(3) 
California. • • • • • • • 3 3 Connecticut • • • • • • • 1 1 Georgia • • • • • • • • • 2 0 I llinois • • • • • • • • 2 1 Indiana • • • • • • • • • 5 4 Maryland. • • • • • • • • 7 6 Michigan. • • • • • • • • 27 16 Missouri. • • • • • • • • 4 2 New Jersey. • • • • • • • 2 l. New York. • • • • • • • • 6 2 North Carolina. • • • • • 1 0 Ohio. • • • • • • • • • • 2 1 South Carolina. • • • • • 1 l. Texas • • • • • • • • • • 1 1 Washington. • • • • • • • 5 2 
Total • • • • • • • • • 69 41 
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Information ~ starting programs. Without 
exception, those who had either outdoor education programs 
or school camping felt that they met a definite community 
need. The activity most frequently named was conservation, 
and several others that were unique to the out-of-doors were 
high on the list. 
The initial interest for the program emanated in most 
cases from superintendents, then respectively, from teachers, 
principals, supervisors, children, school boards ~d 
directors of instruction. From the community, parents most 
frequently initiated the program, followed by organizations, 
members of the community and foundations. 
The greatest factor to overcome seemed to be the 
reticence of teachers to undertake the program. Other 
hindrances were named in the following order of frequency: 
fear of excessive cost, lack of time in the school program, 
lack of equipment and fear that the learning of the 3 R•s 
would be jeopardized, parent objection, lack of community 
response, fear that the teacher would lose prestige with his 
pupils in an unfamiliar teaching environment, lack of 
understanding of the program, lack of personnel, lack of 
campsite and lack of experience. 
From within the school organization the most help was 
given from the board of education and from teachers, 
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individual teachers with special demonstrated competence 
being used to share experiences and techniques for the 
information of other teachers and general enthusiasm of the 
teachers for the program, special departments, visiting 
teachers, teachers• clubs, principals, curriculum 
specialists, supervisors and school cafeterias. 
Within the community the most help was received from 
parents; following in order, help was received from P. T. A. 
groups, civic clubs, community clubs, town commissions and 
libraries. Outside the community, aid was received from 
consultations with experts, by studying available literature, 
by receiving information from leaders, teachers and others 
through personal conference and by mail and by the 
utilization of university in-service programs for teacher 
education, advisory committees, professional meetings, state 
boards of education, foundations, camp visits and visual-aid 
material. 
Information ~ organization. The most common pattern 
for school camping seemed to be one school week (five 
sequential days), followed by day camping, one-to-three day 
camping and a combination of these with summer experiences. 
Most of the returns stated that the school departments 
which owned or leased the lands for such purposes were 
located at a distance requiring transportation, several 
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sites were adjacent to the school property and a few nearby 
the school. 
In most cases the state controlled the lands, then 
respectively, community control, county and one federal 
control. The acreage varied from one acre to several 
thousand. 
The majority of programs were correlated with the 
classroom programs, and nearly all of the forms stated that 
the superintendents planned to continue this practice. 
Most of the places with previous experience found 
-
that extra personnel was required, but that much of the 
program could be handled by present staff. 
The finances varied, so that the cost to the child 
per day ranged from seventeen and .one-half cents to three 
dollars and fifty cents. In most programs, the cost was 
borne by a combination of the school budget, parents, 
subsidies and pupils. The school budgets and subsidies most 
frequently paid for the capital outlay, salaries, equipment, 
transportation, maintenance and other supplies. The parents 
usually paid for the insurance and the food. In many 
instances the children earned their ow.n way to camp through 
group and individual endeavor. 
Summary. The returns from the questionnaire sent to 
superintendents throughout the country revealed many 
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likenesses in the various programs of outdoor education and 
school camping. 
Questions considered were those of importance of the 
program, where the initial interest emanated from, which 
factors must first be overcome, where help was most tangible• 
what time patterns were followed, whether camp programs were 
integrated with or separate from classroom activities, how 
the problems of personnel and finance were solved. 
Without exception, the superintendents who answered 
the inquiry and who had tried one or both of the programs 
stated they felt that outdoor education and school camping 
met a definite community need. 
Conservation, out-of-door living and learnings of 
natural science were considered the most important activities 
in the program. 
In most instances, superintendents were responsible 
for initiating the program into their school systems: in the 
community, parents most frequently demonstrated initial 
interest in the program. The two greatest factors to be 
overcome were the reticence of teachers to undertake the 
program and fear of excessive cost. The greatest amount of 
help given was from the board of education, teachers and special t( 
departments. Within the community the most help was given by 
parents, P. T. A. groups and civic clubs. 
23 
Outside the community the most aid in beginning the program 
was given by those already experienced in the field and by a 
reading of the literature. 
The most common pattern for school camping was that 
of one academic week. The majority of programs were 
correlated with classroom activities. This practice was 
highly recommended by the superintendents. Although in most 
cases the programs required extra personnel, the 
superintendents stated that many o~ the activities could be 
carried on by the present staff. 
The programs were most frequently financed by a 
combination of groups -- school boards, parents, subsidizing 
groups, children and state, county and local organizations. 
School boards and parents bore the costs in most programs. 
The returns were tabulated for the purpose of 
discerning which procedures had been found to be most 
successful in beginning programs of outdoor education and 
school camping by superintendents who have had experience in 
this type of program. A proposed tentative plan for 
beginning programs of outdoor education and school camping 
was drawn up from the literature and from the experience of 
superintendents. (See Chapter IV). This was sent to New 
England superintendents for the purpose of finding out their 
reactions to the plan. 
CHAPTER IV 
PROPOSED TENTATIVE PLAN AND INQUIRY 
TO NEW ENGLAND SUPERINTENDENTS 
A letter and proposed tentative plan to send to New 
England superintendents was developed from a review of 
literature and from the experiences of superintendents 
throughout the country. This plan was combined with an 
inquiry form. 
Purpose. The purpose of the proposed plan-inquiry 
form was to find out the reactions of New England 
superintendents to the plan and to thereby deter.mine 
further suggestions for a workable plan in New England. 
Content of letter, plan .!:!!.£ inquiry ~· The letter 
briefly outlined current trends in outd0or education and 
school camping throughout the country, recognized values of 
the program and the purpose of the plan and inquiry. (See 
Appendix A) • 
The plan contained a brief description, based on 
literature and on the experiences of superintendents 
throughout the country, was written about three major phases 
of outdoor education and school crunping -- initiation of the 
program, specifics of the program and initial steps of the 
program. The major phases of the plan were detailed as 
follows: 
1. Initiation of the program 
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a. Initial interest and support coming from within 
the school organization, the community and outside 
the community 
2. 
3. 
b. Hindrances to be overcome in starting a program of 
outdoor education and school camping 
Specifics of the program 
a. Time allotment 
b. Site 
c. Curriculum 
d. Personnel 
e. Finances 
Initial steps of the program 
a. General pattern followed 
b. Feasibility in own situation 
c. Meeting of an educational need 
The procedures followed throughout the plan were to 
insert questions ai'ter each description to obtain the 
reactions of superintendents to each phase covered. (See 
Appendix B). 
Distribution of proposed plan ~ inquiry ~· The 
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distribution of the proposed plan and inquiry f rm to New 
Engl and superintendents was based on population and 
geographical location in each of the six New Eng and states. 
The total population of the New England states was divided 
by the total population of each state to derive the 
proportionate number of forms sent to each state. The total 
number of forms sent was ninety-seven. 
Each of the states was divided into three parts by 
vertical lines, designating the western, central and 
eastern sections. The author then attempted to select a 
proportionate number of places from each section, bas ed on 
the approximate total population of each s ection. 
A fur t her population div i sion was made with a 
proporti onQte distribution in each section of (1) cities 
over 100,000 , (2) cities from 25,000 to 100,000 and (3) 
cities under ~5,000. Refer to Appendix C for distribution. 
Results of replies. Twenty-eight inquiry forms were 
returned from the ninety- s even sent to the six New England 
states. See Table 2. 
The majority of superintendents agreed with the plan 
t hat t he most interest and support from wi t hin the school 
organization would com e from boards of education, teachers 
Gnd specific depart ments. The New England superintendents 
felt that greater support could con1 from such departments 
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Table 2. New England States Indicating Number of Questionnaires 
Sent and Number of Questionnaires Returned 
Cities Over Cities From Cities Under Total 
100, 000 25,000-100,000 25,000 Number 
Sent Reply Sent Reply Sent Reply Sent Reply 
{2) (3) {4) (5) 16l 171 (8 ) ( 9 J 
Connecticut 2 0 8 1 10 2 20 3 
Maine 0 0 3 
! 
l 6 0 9 l 
Massachusetts 5 0 17 6 28 ll 50 17 
New Hampshire 0 0 1 1 5 3 6 4 
Rhode Island 1 0 3 • 
\ 
1 4 0 8 1 
Vermont 0 0 1 1 3 1 4 2 
. ~ 
Total • • • 8 0 33 11 56 17 97 28 ~ 
physical education and biological science than was cited in 
the plan. The health and guidance departments were also 
cited as important. The majority approved the phase of the 
plan whereby community groups contributing to the support of 
a program of outdoor education and school camping would be 
community groups as the Scouts, parks, playgrounds and 
recreation commissions, garden clubs, Jewish Community 
Center, Community Chest, civic clubs and the P. T. A. 
Unlike the plan, the New England superintendents felt that 
more help would come from the community groups and civic 
clubs than from the parents. 
Outside the community the most help might come from 
visiting camps in operation and information from leaders, 
teachers and others through personal conference and by mail. 
Audio-visual aids and the consultation services of experts 
were high in the opinions of superintendents. Studying 
available literature also rated high in their opinions. 
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The superintendents rated the following as possible· 
hindrances to be overcome before the program could be 
introduced (the order indicates frequency of difficulty): 
fear of excessive cost, reticence of teachers to undertake 
the program, lack of community response, lack of time in 
the school program, lack of understanding of the program, 
lack of equipment, parent objection, fear that the learning 
of the 3 R's will be jeopardized, lack of personnel, fear 
that the teacher would lose prestige with his pupils in an 
unfamiliar teaching environment and enrollment problems. 
The majority of superintendents believed that day 
camping would be the best type, followed closely by one 
school week. Several superintendents felt that summer camp 
experiences might be correlated with classroom work. 
A large majority stated that there were lands within 
a reasonable distance from the school that could be used for 
school camping purposes. The greatest number of these are 
at a distance requiring transportation, several are nearby 
the school and one adjacent to the school. These lands are 
controlled by various sources (in order of frequency): 
local government, community organizations, private camps, 
the school department and county government. 
The superintendents felt for the most part that the 
camp activities should be correlated with classroom 
29 
activities. Supporting their answers, the following reasons 
were given: 
1. To remove parent objection 
2. To secure integration 
3. To make a planned progressive course of study 
4. To justify such a program under school auspices 
5. To make learning experiences more vital 
6. To aid in healthful living 
7. To relieve overcrowded playgrounds 
8. To counteract delinquency 
9. To aid in leisure and educational benefits 
10. To experience this type of project for class planning 
benefits and activities 
11. To make school more meaningful 
12. To provide a laboratory for the formal school program 
The superintendents answering negatively to this 
practice gave the following reasons: 
1. It would not be reasonable in several school systems 
at the present time because of other demands on the 
school bu,et 
2. This type of program is already covered by separate 
' 
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community organizations 
The majority of superin~endents felt that additional 
personnel would not be required for the plan. Several 
superintendents felt that it could better be done by 
providing extra compensation where necessary and with P. T. A. 
help. 
The majority agreed with the plan that a combination 
of groups could share in the financing of a program of 
outdoor education and school camping. They felt that the 
school budget could be largely responsible for staff 
salaries, maintenance, capital outlay and equipment, and the 
parents could be responsible for costs of food, insurance 
and equipment. They also felt that the students could do 
much to contribute to the expenses through group and 
individual endeavor. Some of the superintendents thought 
that there could be partial subsidies from local clubs and 
community departments mainly for allaying equipment expenses. 
A very large majority of superintendents agreed with 
the phase of the plan which outlined initial steps in a 
program of outdoor education and school camping. 
Two superintendents felt that outdoor education does 
not meet anf educational need; two were uncertain; the others 
answered positively. A majority thought that school camping 
meets an educational need, whereas the rest felt that summer 
I 
l 
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camp and the tapping of present recreational facilities 
would suffice. 
Summary. The purpose of this proposed tentative plan 
(based on literature and experiences of superintendents 
throughout the country) was to find out the reactions of New 
England superintendents to the plan. These opinions were to 
be used in formulating a final plan of beginning programs of 
outdoor education and school camping. 
The majority of New England superintendents agreed 
with most phases of the proposed tentative plan concerning 
practices in outdoor education and school camping. The 
major phases of the plan to be changed as an out come of this 
inquiry would be to draw more from community sources for 
support. One other change would be to assign special 
responsibility to certain departments in the school program. 
It was recommended that P. T. A. groups and civic clubs take 
an active part in the support of such a program. 
Another change in the program might be to try first 
day camping, then build up to camping for one week or more. 
For final proposed plan see pages 42-45. 
CHAPTER V 
SUMMARY OF FINDINGS, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
1. SUMMARY OF FINDINGS 
The purpose of the study was to determine those 
procedures which would be most effective in beginning 
programs of outdoor education and school camping. This was 
done by (1) a review of literature, (2) sending an inquiry 
to superintendents throughout the country who have had 
experience in this sort of a program and (3} sending a 
proposed tentative plan and inquiry form to New England 
superintendents. 
Review of literature. The literature revealed that 
many programs of outdoor education and school camping have 
been successfully initiated and carried on throughout the 
country. Procedures most commonly used in starting these 
programs were to (1) review literature, (2) consult with 
specialist~ (3) meet in groups for the purpose of 
discussing objectives, values, a tentative program~ 
selection of a campsite and problems of beginning a program, 
(4} visit to campsites in operation, (5} train teachers for 
the program and (6) try an experimental program. 
There were several problems in beginning a program of 
outdoor education and school camping: personnel, camp 
activities, integration with classroom activities, the 
selection of a cEmpsite and time allotment in the school 
program. 
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These suggestions were incorporated into an inquiry 
form to superintendents throughout the country. The purpose 
of this inquiry was to find out which practices had been 
found to be the most successful after being tried, and to 
get more detail on programs now in operation. 
Inquiry throughout ~ country. The purpose of the 
inquiry sent to superintendents throughout the country who 
have had experience in this sort of program was to discern 
practices Which have been most effective in beginning 
programs of outdoor education and school camping. 
A letter and inquiry form were sent to sixty-nine 
superintendents in fifteen different states. Forty-one 
superintendents from thirteen states sent replies to the 
inquiry. 
Several questions were considered in the inquiry: 
1. Importance o£ the program 
2. Where the initial interest emanated from 
3. Which factors must first be overcome 
4. Where help was most tangible 
5. What time patterns were followed 
6. Whether camp programs were integrated with or separate 
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• from classroom activities 
7. How the problems of personnel and finances were solved 
The superintendents who have tried this program feel 
that it meets a definite community need. Conservation, 
out-of-door living and learnings of natural science were 
considered the most important activities in this program. 
The persons or groups most frequently responsible for 
the initiation and help in the program were as follows: 
1. Within the school organization - superintendents, 
teachers, prL~cipals, supervisors, children, school 
boards, directors of instruction, special departments, 
visiting teachers, teachers• clubs, curriculum 
specialists and school cafeterias 
2. Within the community - parents, organizations, members 
of the community, founda t ions, P. T. A. groups, civic 
clubs, community clubs , town commissions and libraries 
3. Outside the community - consultations with experts; 
studying available literature; receiving information 
from leaders, teachers and others through personal 
conference and by mail; and by the utilization of 
university in-service programs for teacher education, 
advisory committees, professional meetings, state 
boards of education, foundations, camp visits and 
visual-aid material. 
35 
The greatest factors to be overcome before 
successfull y introducing a program of outdoor education and 
school camping were: reluctance of teachers to undertake the 
program, fear of excessive cost, l ack of tim 1 1 the school 
pro~ram, lack of equipment and f ear that the lea ning of the 
3 R's wil be jeopardized. Other hindrances are parent 
objection , lack of community response, fear that the teacher 
would lose prestig e with his pupils in an unfamiliar 
teachi g env~ronment, l ack of understanding of the program, 
lack of pers onnel, lack of a campsite and 1 ck of experience. 
The most common pattern for school camping was a 
five-day experience on lands owned or leased by school 
departments. Usual l y the distance r equired bus or other 
t ransportation . The state controlled several of the lands 
used f or school camping . 
Superintendents ~ighly recomm ended the continued 
prac~ice of correlating camp a c tivities with classroom 
learnings. 
The financing of the program was ~aken care of by a 
combination of groups in most cases. School budgets usually 
paid for t he capital outlay, salaries, equipment, 
transportation, maintenance and suppl ies; parents and 
children undert ook food a n i nsurance costs. 
The results rom this inquiry were used in 
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formulating a proposed tentative plan to be sent to New England 
superintendents. 
~ England inquiry. A letter, proposed tentative 
plan for beginning programs of outdoor education and school 
camping, and an inquiry form were sent to New England 
superintendents for the purpose of obtaining their opinions 
of the plan. This plan was based on a review of literature 
and on the experiences of superintendents throughout the 
country. 
Nirie.ty-seven inquiry forms were sent to the six New 
England states; twenty-eight from six states were answered. 
The majority of New England superintendents agreed 
with most phases of the proposed tentative plan and felt 
that such programs meet a definite educational need. 
The greatest interest and support in the program was 
anticipated to come from the following sources: 
1. Within the school organization - boards of education, 
teachers and specific departments 
2. Within the community - civic and community clubs, 
parents, P. T. A. groups and local organizations 
3. Outside the community - visits to camps in operation, 
information from those with experience, audio-visual 
aids and studying available literature 
The New England superintendents suggested that day 
camping would be a good starting point, gradually working 
up to longer periods of time. 
The majority of superintendents strongly supported 
the procedure that camp and classroom activities be 
correlated, and be conducted through a special department. 
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In agreement with the plan, the superintendents felt 
that a combination of groups should share in the financing 
of the program. 
The opinions of the New England superintendents who 
answered the inquiry will be projected into the revised 
proposed plan. (See pages 59-63). 
~· CONCLUSIONS 
The inquiry to supe r intendents throughout the country 
supported the phases of literature that needed clarification 
and more detail. The opinions of the New England 
superintendents were in har.mony for the most part with those 
practices being effectively carried on. 
The problem of the study was to determine plans of 
procedure which would be effective to successfully initiate 
and introduce a program of outdoor education and school 
camping into the public schools in New England where 
superintendents may wish to try such a program. 
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Based on literature and the experiences and opinions 
of superintendents, the author would conclude the following: 
1. That a program of outdoor education and school camping 
could successfully be introduced into school systems 
where superintendents may wish to try such a program. 
2. That there are certain plans of procedure which would 
be most effective in developing a program of outdoor 
education and school camping. 
3. That programs of outdoor education meet a definite 
community and educational need. 
2. RECOM)lliNDATIONS 
Purpose. It was the purpose of this study to 
discover how programs of outdoor education and school 
camping are successfully started in the public schools. 
This was done by (1) reviewing literature in the field, 
(2) further investigation into places where this type of 
program is carried on and (3) obtaining the opinions of 
New England superintendents. 
Justification. The recommendations were made baaed 
on a review of literature of a theoretical and practical 
nature and on the experiences and opinions of superintendents. 
The recommendations made were supported by the majority of 
each of these sources. 
39 
The literature was varied, including both theory and 
practice in program of outdoor education and school camping, 
and covering a number of states in scope. 
The experiences of superintendents throughout the 
country were drawn from fifteen states. 
The New England superintendents selected for 
opinions on the proposed plan were from each of the six New 
England states. They were selected by population proportion 
and geographical representation. 
Proposed plan. On the basis of an analysis of 
literature, practices throughout the country and criticisms 
of New England superintendents, the author would recommend 
the following steps to be taken by New England superintendents 
interested in beginning programs of outdoor education and 
school camping: 
1. Discuss the program with 
a. Leaders in specific departments of the school 
(physical education and science) 
b. Key teachers who may wish to undertake a phase of 
this program 
2. Form a school staff committee to do research on 
programs of outdoor education and school camping 
a. Review literature 
b. Review slides and movies 
c. Talk with those who have had experience with these 
programs 
d. Visit a camp in operation if possible 
e. Talk with advisory groups 
f. Attend professional meetings 
3. Pick key teachers to enroll in courses offering 
leadership training in outdoor education and camping 
4. Following the research committee report, discuss the 
program with 
a. School officials and teachers 
b. Parents 
c. Community groups 
5. Discuss activities that might be included for the 
classroom and camp program 
6. Plan with the class 
7. Conduct an experimental program 
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The research committee should explore in detail the 
factors pertaining to personnel, activities, time allotment. 
selection of campsite, financing, values of the program and 
where training may be obtained. 
In considering personnel, decide who would be 
especially capable of handling the program, allocation of 
duties, and whether or not additional personnel should be 
used in the particular program for which you are planning. 
Discuss the areas conducive to integration of the 
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classroom and camp activities (which subjects would become 
more meaningful through education to the out-of-doors~ and 
those which could project further motivation), taking grade 
level into consideration. Discuss activities that would be 
readily achieved at the chosen campsite~ which would provide 
worthwhile educational benefits. 
For your particular program, decide what time program 
would work the best (from day camping to overnight and 
week-long camping). 
In selecting a campsite~ consider distance~ present 
ownership, accessibility and availability. 
In considering financing, explore the possi~lities 
of partial subsidies by community groups (parents, P. T. A.~ 
groups, libraries~ parks commissions, playground commissions, 
conservation clubs~ recreation clubs, chamber of commerce). 
These groups would not necessarily contribute funds to the 
program, but leadership, ideas and sites. Explore also the 
possibilities of aid from state departments and civic clubs 
(Rotary, Kiwanis, Lions, Elks~ v. F. W., American Legion, 
Optimist Club, Quota, Exchange, Business and Professional 
Women's Clubs, men's clubs~ women's clubs). Discuss projects 
which children might undertake to earn money. Expenses for 
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the more extended program would include capital outlay, 
salaries, equipment, transportation, maintenance, supplies, 
insurance, food and incidentals. 
In initiating the program a discussion and 
understanding of values is very important. Discuss the 
values of such a program in detail and how the greatest 
values may be derived. Some of these would include the 
vitalizing of the classroom program, good social living, 
healthful living, democratic planning, leadership and 
followership training, familiarity with and appreciation of 
the out-of-doors, development of resourcefulness and 
responsibility and the realization of purposeful, 
functional and meaningful learning. 
The author has investigated the problem of 
beginning programs of outdoor education and school camping. 
In view of the fact that New England has a wealth of 
facilities, it is hoped that this will be of value to 
New England superintendents who may wish to try a program 
of this type. 
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APPENDIX A 
LETTERS TO SUPERINTENDENTS 
Letter 12 superintendents throughout the country 
Dear Superintendent: 
The accompanying inquiry form has been developed as 
one phase of a graduate study for the purpose of determining 
trends in outdoor education and school camping. 
Throughout the country a number of states, school 
systems .and school administrators have recognized the 
potential values inherent in programs of outdoor education 
and school camping for the meeting of an educational need. 
This has been recognized both through individual action and . 
legislation. 
The purpose of this inquiry is to determine effective 
procedures of introducing school camping and outdoor 
education into the public schools, based on the experiences 
of school administrators who have undertaken these programs. 
I shall very much appreciate the interest, attention 
and comments you may give to this study, as one who has had 
this sort of experience, and shall be most happy to share 
the results with you. 
Sincerely, 
Jean M. Young 
Assistant to the Dean for 
Camping and Outdoor Education 
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Letter !£ New England superintendents 
Dear Superintendent: 
The accompanying inquiry f orm has b 9em dev~J..oped as 
on5 phas3 of a graduate study for the purpose of determining 
feasible procedures in starting a program of outdoor 
education and school camping in the public schools. 
Throughout the country a number of states, school 
systems and school administrators have recognized the 
potential educational values inherent in programs of school 
camping and outdoor education. Several states have taken 
steps to promote these programs through legislation, 
permitting school boards to authorize the purchase or lease 
of land for this purpose, and counting participation in such 
programs f~r regular school attendance (to wit: California, 
Michigan, New York, Oregon, Washington). The growth of this 
country: for example, in Michigan, during the past two 
years nearly fifty high schools have developed programs of 
outdoor education by living at least one week of the 
academic year in a school camp; even more schools on the 
elementary level have undertaken similar programs. Although 
the New England states have not as yet school camping 
legislation, partly due to their traditional background of 
community autonomy, some schools are giving serious and 
systematic thought to this educational trend. 
The following educational values are being recognized 
by those pioneering in this field: 
1. This contributes to the vitalization of the 
curriculum. 
2. Utilization is made of the rich laboratory of the 
out-of-doors as a teaching tool. Among the teaching 
possibilities of this laboratory is the topic of 
conservation, the importance of which has been 
pointed up by an authentic survey of the major 
problems of the first ten of America's most urgent 
problems. This is further emphasized as the topic 
of the Yearbook of the American Society for the 
Advancement of Science, 1950 1 and also of the 
Yearbook of the American Association of School 
Administrators, 1951. 
3. There are unique possibilities provided for rich 
democratic experiences through twenty-four hour 
living together in a camp situation. 
4. There are unusual opportunities for pupil-planning 
u.tider guidance. 
5. There is a definite relation of good mental and 
emotional health to outdoor education and camping 
experiences. Criminologists have evidence that 
juvenile delinquency is decreased through similar 
experiences. 
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6. As a national defense measure and with universal 
military service so likely, there are many 
advantages in being familiar with living in the 
out-of-doors. Medical statistics of the last World 
War indicate that there were a significant number of 
casualties ranging from minor to serious emotional 
disorders traceable to the unfamiliarity with the 
out-of-doors by city, apartment-bred youths who had 
practically all of their recreational experiences in 
movie houses and other indoor situations. 
The purpose of this inquiry is to obtain the judgment 
of New England superintendents on pertinent questions in 
beginning a program of outdoor education and school camping, 
based on the proposed tentative plan. 
I shall very much appreciate the interest, attention 
and comments you may give to this study, and shall be most 
happy to share the results with you. 
Sincerely, 
Jean M. Young 
Assistant to the Dean for 
Camping and Outdoor Education 
APPENDIX B 
INQUIRY FORMS TO SUPERINTENDENTS 
Questionnaire to superintendent s throughout the country 
Inquiry For.m Concerning Practices in Outdoor Education and 
in School Camping 
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School administrators interested in outdoor education 
and school camping have been confronted with the question, 
"Just how do we get started with school camping and outdoor 
education?" The purpose of this inquiry is to di'scover 
some of the feasible procedures in the introduction of such 
a program. 
So that there may be a lack of confusion of 
terminology, we are using the definitions as given by 
National Camp, Life Camps. These are defined as 
1. Outdoor education is "all of that learning which can 
best go on through direct experience outside the classroom." 
2. School camping "is that part of outdoor learning which 
can best go on in a favorable camp environment." 
If you need more space for your answers, please use 
the back of the page, indicating the section. 
A. PRESENT STATUS 
1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
Do you have any activities that would be classified 
primarily as outdoor education? Please check: . . 
Yes 0 No 0 · 
If yes, please underline those activities included: 
Bird study, rock study, nature lore, as t ronomy, animal 
study, conservation, weather study, other ------------
Do you feel that this outdoor education meets a 
definite community need? Please check: Yes 0 No CJ 
Does your program ,r~l:d6 ~or any school camping? 
Please check: Yes No r-T . 
If yes, please under e: ~ camping, overnight 
camping, more than one consecutive night 
Do you feel that this school camping meets a definite 
communi ty need? Please check: Yes t:j No c:J 
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B. STEPS TAKEN IN INITIATION OF THE PROGRAM 
1. Did the initial interesr-in the program emanate ~rom: 
(please underline) 
a. Within the school organization: 
Superintendents, principals, supervisors, teacher 
or groups of teachers, children 
b. Within the community: 
Parents, organizations, member or members of the 
community, ~oundations 
2. Which of the following factors, in your experience, 
/ · have you ~ound to be serious hindrances in beginning a 
program of school camping and outdoor education? 
Please check: 
Reticence of teachers to undertake the program 
---
----- Fear that the teacher would lose prestige with 
his pupils in an unfamiliar teaching environment 
_____ Lack of community response 
Parent objection 
Lack of equipment 
----- Lack of time in the school program 
Fear that the learning of the three R's will be jeopardized 
Fear of excessive cost 
----- Other {please name } 
3. Which groups have given you help in initiating this 
program? Please check and describe help given: 
a. Within the school 
Board o~ education 
Teacher or groups o~ teachers 
--- General enthusiasm of the teachers 
~or the program 
Individual teachers with special 
demonstrated competence being used to 
share experiences and techniques ~or 
the information of other teachers 
A specific department (physical education, 
--- science, other ) 
Other groups ) 
b. Withili the community 
----
Parents 
P. T. A. groups 
Community clubs (please underscore: as 
Y.M.C.A., Y.w.c.A., Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, 
other ) 
Civic clubs (please underscore: as Rotary, 
Kiwanis, Lions, other ) 
Men's Clubs 
Boston DriJ~erslt' 
::; cheol of £,iue3.,_ 
-· . Li brBr V 
. ....,_ 
Women 1 s Clubs, as Quota, Exchange, Business 
and Professional ~omen•s, League of Women 
Voters · 
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Other (please name . . ) 
c. Outside the community 
Information from leaders, teachers, and 
others 
' Through personal conference 
By mail 
By~t~h-e--use of consultation services of 
experts 
By the utilization of University in-service 
------ programs for teacher education 
By studying available literature 
Other {please name ) 
C. SPECIFIC ITEMS 
1. Time allotment (a common pattern is one week of five 
sequential school days). Please check: 
____ Day camping 
One to three days and nights 
One school week 
Other {please describe) 
2. Site (please check) 
a. Does your school department own or lease lands that 
are used for such a purpose? Yes 0 No C} 
If so, are they (please check): 
_____ Adjacent to the school 
_____ Nearby the school 
At a distance requiring a bus or other 
----- transportation 
b. Does your school use a site controlled outside the 
school district? Yes r-l No c:J 
If so, please check co~ol: 
Federal 
---State 
Community 
County 
c. Other facilities (please name) 
d. Acreage of campsite used ------------
3. Curriculum (please check): 
In your school system are the camp activities 
correlated with classroom activities? Yes r-l N~ 
If 1es ,
1 
do you plan to continue this -practiee? 
Yes No r-1 · 
4. Personnel (p'Ie"ase check) 
a. Did you require additional personnel for the camp 
program than those you already had for the school 
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program.? Yes No c:::J 
If yes, are they consfder·ed (please check): 
Part-time employees 
~~~ Full-time employees 
b. Could the program. be handled by those em loyed now 
for the regular classroom program? Yes No c:J 
5. Financial considerations 
Approximate cost per day per student 
Please check: 
_____ Financed by parents 
Subsidized by foundations or othe r groups 
---- (please name · ) 
Supported by regular school budgetary funds 
---- Financed by students 
Combination of any of the above (please name 
-) 
Other means {please name ) 
I shall appreciate any sugges t ions you may have to help 
superintendents get started in a program of outdoor education 
and school camping that have not been covered by this inquiry: 
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Proposed Elaa ~ questionnaire i£ ~ England supe r intendents 
Proposed Tentative Plan and Inqui ry For.m Concerning Practices 
in Outdoor Education and School Camping 
School administrators interested in outdoor education 
and school camping have been confronted with the question~ 
"Just how do we get started with school camping and outdoor 
education?" The purpose of this inquiry is to obtain the 
opinions of superintendents on procedures in the introduction 
of such a program which has been tried in other regions. 
So that there may be a lack of confusion of 
terminology~ we are using the definition as given by National 
Camp~ Life Camps. These are defined as 
1. Outdoor education "is all of that learning which can 
best go on through direct experiences outside the 
·classroom." 
2. School camping "is that part of outdoor learning which 
can best go on in a favorable camp enviromnent." 
The following proposed tentative plan is based on a 
review of literature and reports on practices now in 
existence throughout the country. The author would like to 
obtain the opinions of New England superintendents as to the 
feasibility of such a plan in this region. 
A. INITIATION OF ~ PROGRAM 
1. Initial interest and support 
a. Within ~ school organization, it would appear 
that the initial interest came from superintendents~ 
a teacher or group of teachers, principals, 
supervisors, pupils, directors of instruction and 
school boards. It would appear, too, that the 
greatest school support in initiating the program 
would come from the board of education, individual 
teachers with special demonstrated competence being 
used to share experiences and techniques for the 
information of other teachers, general enthusiasm of 
the teachers for the program, a specific department, 
principals and curriculum specialists. 
Which of the following do you feel would give you 
the most help in beginning a program of outdoor 
education and /or school camping? Please check: 
Board of education {school ·committee) 
---
---
---
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Principals 
Directors of instruction 
Supervisors 
Individual teachers with special demonstrated 
competence 
Teachers, general enthusia.sm for the program 
Pupils 
Specific departments 
----- Physical education 
____ Biological science 
Social science 
---Music 
Other departments (please name ) 
Other school sources (name ) 
b. Within the community, interest may be expressed by 
parents, organizations, members of the community 
and business establishments. Each of the following 
has expressed a tangible interest in some of the 
programs. 
Which group (s) do you feel would give you the most 
support in beginning a . program of outdoor education 
and/or school camping? Please check: 
Parents 
P. T. A. groups 
Community groups 
---
Boy Scouts 
Girl Scouts 
---- Y. M. C. A. 
---- Y. W. C. A. 
Playground commissions 
Parks commissions 
Conservation clubs 
Recreation commissions 
Church groups 
Chamber of commerce 
Other community groups 
Civic clubs 
Rotary 
Kiwanis 
Lions 
Elks 
V. F. W. 
American Legion 
Women' s Clubs 
(please name 
-) 
Other civic clubs (please name ) 
Other community sources (please name ) 
c. Outside ~ community, interest may be expressed 
and help given from the following sources. 
Which of the following sources do you feel you 
could profitably tap? Please check: 
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Information from leaders, teachers and others 
_____ Through personal conference 
____ By mail 
_____ The use of consultation services of experts 
_____ The utilization of University in-service 
programs for teacher education 
_____ Studying available literature 
State boards of education 
----- Visit to camp by school personnel 
Audio-visual aids 
----- Other (please name ) 
2. Please check factors that you feel might need to be 
overcome in order to begin a program of outdoor 
education and/or school camping: 
Reticence of teachers to undertake the program 
Fear that the teacher would lose prestige with 
----- his pupils in an unfamiliar teaching environment 
Lack of community response 
Parent objection 
Lack of equipment 
Lack of time in the school program 
_____ Fear that the learning of the 3 R's will be 
jee>pardized 
Fear of excessive cost 
----- Lack of understanding of the program 
Lack of personnel 
----- Other hindrances (please name ) 
B. SPECIFICS QE ~ PROGRAM 
Time allotment (a common pattern is one week of five 
sequential school days). Which of the following do you 
feel would be most practical in your school system? 
Please check: 
Day camping 
----- One to three days and nights 
One school week 
Other (please describe ) 
-,:Sao:-i"~"'t-e-- are there lands wi thin_a_r_e_a_s_o_n_a-;b-:1:-e-d~i';""s .. t~an......,c~e~to the 
school that could be used for such purposes? Please 
check: Yes q No 0 
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Nearby the school 
---
At a distance requiring bus or other 
transportation 
If yes, which source controls the lands {please check): 
School department 
Federal Government 
----- State government 
County government 
Local government 
----- Community organizations (please name ) 
Other control (please name ) 
Curriculum - in many programs the camp activities are 
correlated with the classroom activities. 
Do you feel that this would be goo~actice in your 
school system? Please check: Yes L_j No c:J 
Why? . 
Personnel - same of the programs have required full-
time pr part-time personnel in addition to the regular 
school staff. 
Do you feel that such a program could be adequatelb 
handled by the present staff? Please check: Yes No D · · 
Finances - this program is financed by the board of 
education, special subsidies and by the parents of 
each child. 
From which of the following sources do you think you 
could anticipate financial aid? Please check: 
___ School budget, for costs ·Of 
Food 
--- Equipment 
Capital outlay 
Maintenance 
----- Staff salaries 
Parents, for costs of 
----- Insurance 
Food 
---- Equipment 
Capital outlay 
Maintenance 
----- Staff salaries 
Subsidy from a foundation or other groups {please 
----name group ), for costs of 
Food 
---- Equipment 
Capital outlay 
Maintenance 
----- Staff salaries 
_____ Students, by raising all or part of the funds 
through group or individual endeavor (for 
example, collecting waste paper, candy sales, 
baby sitting, class funds) 
C. INITIAL STEPS 
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It has been a general pattern for a school to form a 
committee to explore the possibilities of such a program. 
The committee members may consist of school officials and 
members of the community. This group sometimes reviews 
literature on programs of outdoor education and school 
camping now in existence, visits a camp in operation if 
possible, then discusses the possibilities with the 
parents. Some of these discussions include specialists 
who have had this experience to talk with the group and 
show slides and movies of a camp in operation. The next 
step is to prepare teachers for this kind of work through 
practical experiences and workshops. The selection of 
the site and classroom planning is the next step. Plans 
about financing and other aspects of the program are 
brought up in the discussion group and di scussed with 
other interested community groups. 
Does this outline for.m seem feasible in your situation? 
Please check: Yes c:J No r-1 
If you think of alternate p!ads or further suggestions, 
please write them on the back of this sheet. 
After thinking through this plan, do you feel that the 
following meet a definite community need? Please check: 
(Please refer to the definitions on the f.irst~ge) 
Outdoor Education Yes c:J No ~ 
School Camping Yes D No D 
Signed 
School 
Address 
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APPENDIX C 
LIST OF CITIES WHERE LETTERS AND QUESTIONNAIRES WERE SENT 
Distribution throughout the count~ 
States Cities 
(1) .{ 2) 
California Long Beach San Die~go (2) 
Connecticut Essex 
Georgia Atlanta Milledgeville 
Illinois Glencoe Midlothian 
Indiana Columbia City Newcastle 
Connersville Terre Haute 
Evansville 
Maryland Baltimore Rockville County 
Dorchester County Talbot County 
Frederick County Worcester County 
Queen Anne ' s County 
Michigan Allegan Highland Park -
Ann Arbor Hillman 
Bad Axe Jackson 
Battle Creek Lakeview 
' Belleville Niles 
Cadillac North Muskegon 
Center Line Pontiac 
Charlotte River Rouge 
Crystal Falls Royal Oak 
Dearborn Saginaw County 
Detroit Stephenson 
East Lansing Wayne County 
Ferndale White Cloud 
Grand Lodge 
Missouri Afton St. Louis 
Clayton University City 
New Jersey Irvington Trenton 
New York Catskill New York City 
Ithaca Saratoga Springs 
Newark Valley S_xracuse 
North Carolina Bricks 
Ohio Athens Cleveland Heights 
South Carolina Greens ville 
Texas Texas 
Washington El~ensberg Olympia 
Fife Vancouver 
Kelso 
) 
I 
I 
I 
! 
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Distribution to New England states 
STATE 
CkJ 
Connecticut 
Maine 
Massachusetts 
New Hampshire 
Rhode Island 
Vermont 
Maine 
Massachusetts 
New Hampshire 
Rhode Island 
Vermont 
CITIES OVER 
100,000 
(2} 
Bridgeport 
Hartford 
Boston 
Cambridge 
Fall River 
Springfield 
Worcester 
Providence 
Bethel 
!Danbury East Haven 
FarminEjton 
Augusta 
Belfast 
Adams 
Amesbury 
Amherst 
Andover 
Athol 
Dedham 
Framingham 
Gardner 
Gloucester 
Greenfield 
Durham 
Keene 
. Bristol 
Cumberland 
CITIES FROM 
25.000 to 100,000 
Meriden 
Middletown 
iNew Britain 
!New London 
Bangor 
Lewiston 
Arlington 
Belmont 
Brockton 
Brookline 
Everett 
Fitchburg 
Haverhill 
Holyoke 
Lynn 
Concord 
Cranston 
Newport 
Burlin~ton 
Biddeford 
Calais 
Leominster 
Lexington 
Marblehead 
Marlboro 
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Stamf'ord 
Torrington 
Waterbury 
West Hartford 
Portland 
Malden 
Medford 
Newton 
Pittsfield 
Quincy 
Ta1m.ton 
Waltham 
Watertown 
Pawtucket 
000 
Norwich 
Wallingford 
Willimantic 
Sanford 
Searsport 
Plymouth 
Saugus 
Southbridge 
Stoneham 
Marthas Vineyard Webster 
Methuen Wellesley 
Milton West Springfie 
Needham Winchester 
Northampton Woods Hole 
Laconia Peterborough 
Milford 
Lincoln Westerly 
Bellows Falls Montpelier St. Albans 
ld 
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